CHAPTEK   III.

THE   PHILOSOPHER  (1628-37).

To the period of scholarly acquisition and easy self-
culture, quickened only by the earnestness of purpose
with which the Translation of Thucydides was under-
taken, and at last, in the midst of a great political crisis,
sent forth, there succeeds in the life of Hobbes a time of
new and fruitful ideas, soon of busy thought, and, in the
end, of determination to original labour.

It was not, however, as closing one stage of his mental
history and leading on to another, but as marked by the
saddest of all his personal experiences, that the year
1628 became most memorable to himself. In the month
of June he saw his master and friend hurried off by
disease in the prime of life, after only two years' tenure
of the earldom. How deep was his grief appears in
the noble and tender words written at the head of the
' Thucydides' before the year was out ; and even at the
distance of half a century his rough verses grow pathetic
when they touch upon his early bereavement. The
twenty years of companionship were, he says, by far the
sweetest of all his life, and to the end they would come
back upon him in dreams.1
1 Here may be mentioned tlie five hundred and odd Latin hexaine-